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Program/Project Name:   Día del Rio Awareness Campaign                                                                    
 

Contact:    Tricia Cortez            Phone:(956)721-5392      E-Mail Address:  RGISC@laredo.edu        

Border 2012 Goal Goal #1: Reduce Water Contamination 

 
 
 

 

Description 

In October 2010 the Rio Grande 
International Study Center (RGISC) 
coordinated the annual Día del Rio event in 
Laredo, assisted by an EPA Border 2012 
grant that was used for public outreach. 

Activities included cleanup of a nature trail 
near the Rio Grande and a “water round-
up,” in which student teams from Laredo 
were part of a network of 60 U.S. and 
Mexican teams along the entire Rio Grande 
watershed that conducted water quality 
sampling. 

The RGISC planned a similar series of 
events for October 2011 that are being 
carried out as this report is being written. 

Accomplishment 

More than 370 volunteers participated in 
the cleanup, in addition to the student 
teams working on water sampling. 
Residents of Laredo learned about water 
quality and pollution in the Rio Grande 
watershed and became directly involved in 
stewardship. 
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Program/Project Name:   Los Dos Laredos NSP Childhood Education Video                                                                    
 

Contact:    Ivan Santoyo        Phone: (956)794-1650           isantoyo@ci.laredo.tx.us 
 

Border 2012 Goal Goal #1:  Reduce Water Contamination  
 

 
 

Description 

The City of Laredo’s Department 
Environmental Services completed 
production of an animated video for Pre-K 
children, in English and Spanish, on the 
prevention of non-source pollution. The 
project had received an EPA Border 2012 
grant of $50,000.  

The video includes cartoon characters/ 
mascots that had been created using a 
previous EPA grant for printed materials 
and songs. 

In July 2011 the “world premier” of the 
video took place at a Laredo  theater 
attended by more than 100 children, 
community residents, and city officials. 

The video is being distributed to pre-
schools in Laredo and Nuevo Laredo for use 
by teachers.  

Accomplishments 
Thousands of children will learn about 
recycling and non-point source pollution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cont. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Program/Project Name:   Scrap-Tire Cleanup Campaign and Enforcement Plan in Laredo 
and Webb County  

 

Contact:    Jean Carmona        Phone: (956)712-6018          jcarmona@ci.laredo.tx.us       

Border 2012 Goal Goal #3:  Reduce Land Contamination 

 

 

Description 

In 2010-2011 the Laredo Health 
Department implemented a scrap-tire 
cleanup and enforcement strategy to 
prevent illegal dumping and the 
accumulation of tires. The project was 
assisted by an EPA Border 2012 grant of 
$40,000. 

The city organized a scrap-tire collection 
event in September 2010 and then a 
binational workshop in 2011, which 
addressed relevant issues and especially 
the development of markets, as well as 
considered strategies to reduce the flow of 
scrap tires to Mexico.   

City officials also began drafting a new 
ordinance to reduce illegal dumping. 

Accomplishments 

The collection event garnered 10,000 
scrap tires that were subsequently 
disposed of properly at a landfill. 

Through the publicity, residents learned 
about the health risks pose by scrap tires, 
and how to mitigate the threat of illness 
caused by vectors that proliferate in tire 
piles. 
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Program/Project Name:  Keep America Beautiful’s “Waste in Place”  Curriculum Training 
 

Contact:   Lynne Nava           Phone: (956)794-1650             Lnava1@ci.laredo.tx.us 

Border 2012 Goal Goal #3:  Reduce Land Contamination 
 

 

 

Description 

Keep America Beautiful and the Gateway 
Rotary Club provided funds for a 
workshop for teachers on curriculum 
related to recycling and litter prevention. 
Keep America Beautiful (a national 
organization) already had the curriculum 
available.  

Teachers from the two school districts in 
Laredo—the United Independent School 
District and the Laredo Independent 
School District—were invited and also 
participated in hands-on waste 
management training through a tour of  
the landfill, seeing a demonstration of 
how paper is recycled, and education in 
other waste-to-energy concepts. 

 Accomplishments 

Sixty teachers participated and will be 
able to integrate the learned concepts 
and strategies into their classrooms, 
allowing children to learn about 
environmental and sustainable practices 
that they can apply in their community. 
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Program/Project Name:   HAZMAT Equipment Training for Nuevo Laredo First Responders 
 

Contact:    Lic. Juan E. Rivera       Phone:  (867)713-62-30           proteccioncivil@nuevolaredo.gob.mx                                                     

Border 2012 Goal 
Goal #5:  Emergency Preparedness and 
Response 

 

 

 

Description 

The U.S. Department of Defense’s 
Northern Command Unit (Northcom) 
donated hazardous equipment to 
Nuevo Laredo firefighters and 
emergency response staff in mid-2011, 
and then EPA followed up with 
training on the use of the equipment 
during response drills as well as 
hazardous materials management 
courses. 

The training was held at the Laredo 
Fire Department’s Law Enforcement 
Training Center in August 2011. 

Accomplishments 

More than 30 Nuevo Laredo 
responders received the training and 
were given HAZMAT training 
certifications by the Northern 
Command Unit. Now the municipality 
of Nuevo Laredo is better prepared and 
equipped to respond to chemical spills, 
thus protecting natural resources and 
enhancing public safety. 
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Program/Project Name:   Technical Assistance to Nuevo León on the Use of Waste Materials in 
Road Construction 

 

Contact:    Eddie Moderow            Phone: (512) 239-0218         E-Mail:  Eddie.Moderow@tceq.texas.gov 

Border 2012 Goal Goal #3:  Reduce Land Contamination 
 

 
 

Description 

In July 2011 the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality hosted a group of 
officials from the state of Nuevo León for 
two days of presentations related to the 
potential use of selected waste streams in 
road-building.  

Items like scrap tires, recycled plastics, fly 
ash, and recycled concrete and asphalt were 
discussed in visits to two universities, state 
agencies, and research laboratories. 

The visitors included the Nuevo León 
Secretary of Sustainable Development, who 
oversees not only environmental issues but 
also road construction. Hurricane Alex 
destroyed many roads in Monterrey in 
2010. 

This activity was undertaken under a 
memorándum  of cooperation between the 
TCEQ and the Nuevo León agency. 

Accomplishments 
Nuevo León officials are exploring how they 
can put to use the information and practices 
they learned during the visit. 

 
 

 

Bi-State Cooperation in the Four-State Region 


